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1 . This International Searching Authority 



(i) considers that there are 2 (number of) in ventions claimed in the international application covered 

by the claims indicated on an extra sheet: 



(ii) therefore considers that the international application does not comply with the requirements of unity of invention 

(Rules 13.1 , 13.2 and 13.3) for the reasons indicated on an extra sheet: 

(iii) \X] has carried out a partial international search (see Annex) Q will establish the international search report 
on those parts of the international application which relate to the invention first mentioned in claims Nos.: 

see extra sheet 

(iv) will establish the international search report on the other parts of the international application only if, and to the extent 
to which, additional fees are paid. 

2. Consequently, the applicant is hereby invited to pay, within the time limit indicated above, the amount indicated below: 

EUR 1. 7Q 0.QQ x 1 = KITE 1 .700 

Fee per additional invention number of additional inventions currency/total amount of additional fees 



3. The applicant is informed that, according to Rule 40.2(c), the payment of any additional fee may be made under protest, 

i.e., a reasoned statement to the effect that the international application complies with the requirement of unity of invention 
or that the amount of the required additional fee is excessive, where applicable, subject to the payment of a protest fee. 
Where the applicant pays additional fees under protest, the applicant is hereby invited, within the time limit Indicated above, 
to pay a protest fee (Rule 40.2(e)) in the amount of EUR 750,00 (cunvncy/amount) 

Where the applicant has not, within the time limit indicated above, paid the required protest fee, the protest will be considered 
not to have been made and the International Searching Authority will so declare. 



4. 0 Claim(s)Nos, 



see extra sheet 



Article 17(2)(b) because of d( 



_ have been found to be unsearchable under 



ts under Article 17(2)(a) and therefore have not been included with any invention. 
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Form PCT/ISA/206 (April 2005) 



INVITATION TO PAY ADDITIONAL FEES 



International application No. 
PCT/US2008/069344 



This International Searching Authority found multiple (groups of) 
inventions in this international application, as follows: 



1. claims: 1-52 

Claims are directed to a valve reinforcement device 
comprising a plurality of commissural supports and a 
plurality of intercommissural supports, each being located 
circumferentlally between two commissural supports. The 
device also has a base at the inflow region of the valve 
attached to the supports and configured to receive a 
biological valve. 



2. claims: 54-66 

Claims are directed to a bloprosthetic valve comprising a 
frame having three attachment points forming a first trigone 
and three attachment points forming a second trigone with 
the frame having a first diameter. The valve also comprises 
a crossl inked biological valve having a second diameter when 
not attached to the frame smaller than the first diameter 
and attched to the attachment points under tension so that 
it is stretched to the first diameter. 



The common matter between any two groups of inventions is at most a frame 
with six attachment points for a biological valve. Said matter 1s clearly 
not novel over the general common knowledge. There are also several 
documents disclosing said matter, see for example WO 96/40008. 

The features of each group which are not common with any of the other 
groups address different technical problems. Said problems may be 
regarded as being: 

1) a way of providing a valve support providing support to the walls of 
a biological valve solved by the features of the intercommissural 
supports of claims 1-52. 

1i) a way of providing a valve held under tension solved by the features 
of the supports and frame having a larger diameter than the biological 
valve of claims 54 - 66. 

Thus, the two groups are not linked by the same or corresponding special 
technical features and the present invention cannot be regarded as 
unitary according to Rule 13.1. PCT. 



Form PCT/ISA/206 (extra sheet) (July 1992; reprint January 2004) 



International Application No. PCT/US2Q08 /069344 

FURTHER INFORMATION CONTINUED FROM PCT/ISA/ 206 

Continuation of Box 4. 

Claim(s) completely searchable: 
1-52, 54-66 

Claim(s) not searched: 
53 

Rule 39. 1(1 v) PCT - Method for treatment of the human or animal body by 
surgery 



COMMUNICATION RELATING TO THE RESULTS 
OF THE PARTIAL INTERNATIONAL SEARCH 



PCT/US2008/069344 



1 .The present communication is an Annex to the invitation to pay additional fees (Form PCT/ISA/206). tt shows the 
results of the international search established on the parts of the international application which relate to the invention 
first mentioned in claims Nos. : 

2Thl&mu n nicalion jsr& tne ifti^aimal^rcrTrepo^ which will be established according to Article 18 and Rule 43. 

3. If the applicant does not pay any additional search fees, the information appearing in this communication will be 
considered as the result of the international search and wBl be included as such in the international search report. 

4.lf the applicant pays additional fees, the international search report will contain both the information appearing in this 
communication and the results of the international search on other parts of the international application for which such 
fees witl have been paid. 



C DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED TO BE RELEVANT 



X,P 



WO 96/40008 Al (ST JUDE MEDICAL [US]) 
19 December 1996 (1996-12-19) 



page 6, line 5 - page 18, line 8; figures 
1-6 

US 2003/036795 Al (ANDERSEN HENNING RUD 
[DK] ET AL) 20 February 2003 (2003-02-20) 



paragraphs [0017], [0018], [0025], 
[0026], [0041], [0042]; figures' 1,2 

W0 2008/035337 A2 (VENTOR TECHNOLOGIES LTD 
[IL]) 27 March 2008 (2008-03-27) 



the whole document 



1-3, 

6-16, 

21-26, 

30-36, 

46,48, 

50-52 



1,4-8, 
11-12, 
20,30, 
32-35, 
37-39, 
41, 

46-47, 
50-51 



1,4-9, 
11-15, 
17,20, 
22-23, 
30, 

32-35, 
37-39, 
41,46, 
48,50-51 



-/~ 



m 



Further documents ar 



le continuation of box C 



Patent family members are lis 



° Special categories of cited documents : 

"A" document defining the general stale of the art which is not 
considered to be of particular relevance 

published on or after the international 



"L" document which may throw doubts on priority claomfs) or 
which is cited to establish the publication date of another 
citation or other special reason (as specified) 

"O" document referring to an oral disclosure, use. exhiblion or 



Ihe international filing date 

or priority date and not in conflict with the application but 
cited to undersland the principle or theory underlying the 



■X' document of particular relevance; the claimed invention 
cannot be considered novel or cannot be considered to 
involve an inventive step when the document Is taken alone 
"Y" document of particular relevance; the claimed invention 
cannot be considered to involve an inventive step when the 
' ~ * -Ih one or more other such docu- 
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PCT/US2008/069344 



C.(Contlnuatton) DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED TO BE RELEVANT 



Category ° Citation of document, with indication, where appropriate, of the relevant passages 



WO 2008/150529 Al (ST JUDE MEDICAL [US]; 
BRAIDO PETER N [US]; ALKHATIB YOUSEF F 
[US]) 11 December 2008 (2008-12-11) 



the whole document 



I- 4,6-9, 

II- 12, 

16,20, 
22-24, 
30, 

32-36, 
38,46, 
50-52 
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Important Information 



General: 

• The claims cannot be changed at this point in the procedure, the transmitted report is 
not the international search report (see Art. 19 PCT). 

• Any payment has to be made directly to this ISA, payments to other entities wili not be 
accepted. 

• In case of a total of more than 2 inventions found: when paying please specify 
exactly which claims should be searched (unless you pay for all inventions found) 

• An extension of the set time limit cannot be granted. 



Payment by cheque (not accepted as of 01/04/2008): 

• The date to be considered as the date on which the payment is made is the date 
of receipt of the cheque at the EPO, provided that the cheque is met. 

• Copies of cheques sent by fax or by mail are not considered to be a valid payment. 

• The fees shall be paid in euro, no equivalents in other currencies. 

• No payments by cheque shall be accepted as of 01/04/2008 (date of receipt at the EPO). 



Payment or transfer to a bank account: 

• The date to be considered as the date on which the payment Is made is the date 
on which the amount of the payment or the transfer is actually entered in a bank 
account or Giro account held by the EPO. 

• The fees shall be paid in euros, no equivalents in other currencies, all charges to be 
carried by the applicant 

• For a list of accounts held by the EPO please see 
http://www.eurqpean- patent-office.orq/epo/new/bank eum. prif 



Payment by deposit account with the EPO: 

• The date to be considered as the date on which the payment is made is the date 
that the authorisation to deduct fees from the deposit account is received at the EPO. 

Note: If you don? have a deposit account with the EPO yourself you might want to consider 
using the account of an associate as a safe and quick way of paying. 



Payments by credit card are not possible. 



Payments under protest (one-step procedure under Rule 40 PCT as of 13/12/2007): 

• For general information on the protest procedure at ISA/EP, please refer to the Special 
Edition No. 3 of the OJ of the EPO 2007, pages 140-145, http://www.european-patent- 
office.org/epo/pubs/oi007/Q8 n7/* necial edition 3 epc 2000 derisions. pdf 

• Any protest will only be accepted if, within the time limit set in the invitation, the 
additional fees for each invention to be searched and the protest fee are paid. 

• The protest has to be accompanied by a technical reasoning. 
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